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Bob Casale

Qctober 10, 1989

City of fFreeport Administration
128 East 4th Street
Freeport, Texas 77541

Dear Sirs:

e are bringing a continuous problem to your attention which we
have complained about for several years.

The subject matter is the operation of Fish Engineering and
Hercules (ff-Shore Drilling Company.

e have enclosed a letter dated October 5, 1989 to that Company.

Tn oceneral our complaints have been the exnosure to dangerous
chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting materials, and the loud

abusive noises,

Each time we have complainted to the city manager, the health
department, members of city council, alsr to Mayor ‘Alan Faulk
and past Mayor Mark Vanderveer we have received no response to
curtail the operation or safe-quard the health and safety of the

ad jacent residences.

As the October 5, 1989 letter indicates the present Company is
engaged in the barge cleaning process. There is one case in
particular that the residents were heavily exposed to benezene
gas. ] called the city manager and asked if he would send the
health officer to investigate the matter. Two hours had pasted
and no-one appeared from the city to investigate. I then called
back and the operator told me everyone had gone to lunch; appar-
ently lunch is more important to the city than to go out and inve-
stigate parsons who are being exposed to dangerour gases. Finally
about three days later a city health officer and a menber of the
Taxas Air Control Soard came to the scene, At that point we had a
lenathy discussion as to the problems we are having with these
companies. At that time we again showed pictures of the leaves of
the trees tnat had died due to chemical releases.

Dangerous chemicals are extracted from the barges and vents are
being opened exposing residents to gas releases., There has been
several incidents where the bargss are brought in at night and
the hatches are being aopened durning the time that the residents
are sleeping; making us un-aware of the danger until morning.

The continuous sand-blasting which sometimes starts a 7:30 a.m.
till dark has caused us many problems, We are unable to open cur
windows; our automobilies have been damaged and covered with the
over-spray. Our downstairs patio is also always filled with
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particles of ths sand-blasting., When we attempt to breath out-
doors our lungs, throat, eyes and nose are filled with the
particles., As we write this letter at 6;00 p.m., the sand-blasting
is taking place. A cloud of dust can be visually ssened. We are
unable to open windows, the high pressure screeching sound from
the sand-blasting can be heard from the furtherest room in our

home,

About a month ago I requested that Mayor Alan Faulk meet me at

my house to investigate this matter. When he visited, I showed

him the close proximity of this business to our rssidences. He
agreed that we do have a problem., [ then showed him our downstairs
patio; and asked him to rub his hand over the thick debris on a
table top which was filled with over~spray from the business. I
then asked him to investigate this matter further; as to what
remedies can be taken to curtail and cease the annoying anag
dangercus process.

Three days past without word from Mayor Alan Faulk, 1 called him;

to ask if he had finish his investigation, He responded that he

had finish his investigation. He responded that he had talked to

the city manager and city attormey and they said nothing could be
done by the city because the city re-zoned the land to conduct -
that type of business. I told him, in the future, 1 wish to add on
tc my house, he said "quote" that you “Bob Casals" should straighten
out that problem "being Hercules” before you add on to your house,
He also told me that 1 should call Marvin Zindler from T.V. channel
13 in Houston; to have him investigate; maybe he could do something.

1f 1 ever experienced deraliction af duty, from a govermental
official this is a prime example,

We have also mentioned about the loud abusive noise. fMany times
durning the operational phase of this business they bang on barges
and the sounds are heard through-out the subdivision,

The recorded facts relate that the business chation has caused
these problems for many years.

fn April 17,1989 the city of freeport held a city council and
planning commission public hearing to re~zone saeveral parcels of

land in and around the Bridge Harbor Subdivision, including the
business in question, After hearing from approximately thirty

persons opposing this zone change, the city ignored the compleints
and went on to re-zone the land from light manufacturing to
water-front heavy. This action to us was pure irresponsiable and
deliberate unconcern for the health and safety for near-by residence;
knowing the dangercus ceonsaquence and nuisance that this changs

made,

Several times officals with the Texas Air Control Board told me
that T should call the city of freeport so that they could make
an immediate investigation, I was told by city officals that the
city did not have a qualified person to investigate.
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As of this date we are requesting that the city of freeport
contact the County Health Department for assistance. I have had
several discussions with County Judge John Damon and he stated
that their office would assist if requested by the City of Ffree-

port.

AbTuL_lZ;Aﬁ_anL_ﬂannan_ﬁ1. 1989 1 met Robby Blair on the cornear
of . He told me that he was investigating
that mornings complaint, I showed him the over-spray blowing over
the city streset and pointed out the loud blasting noise. I also
told him that he should talk to the shrimper Danny Marches working
about two hundred feet from us, and adjacent to the barge being
sand-blasted, He refused to go. I then went to Darny Marches and

told him what had happen.

In summary we wish to inform, that city officals, have a moral
and legal responsibility to the people and have a duty to safe-
guard the safety and wslfare of the citizens.

As of this date we find no documentation where the city of Free-
port has made any attempt to safe-gquard and protect the citizens

in this case.

We here-by notify the city officals, who were resposiable for
the damaging zone changes and allowing the problems to occur past
and present; that we are holding them resposiable for damanges to
health and property in this case, -

In trust, we hope ths city officals who are in-powered to act, and
according to law; to safe-quard the citizens in this case, and

act with deligence.

Thank ¥ U(g%;gﬁa4éiﬁ

Stlla, Coeale

Beb and Stelle Casale

CccC:

mayor Alan Faulk Texas Air Control Board

Councilman: . EPA

Jim Phillips ' Jim Mattox - Texas Attorney Gensral
milan Miller .J.£. "Buster" Brown - State Senator
John Stanford John Willy - State Representativs
Horace Owings Tom Delay - U.S. Repraesentative

Brazoria County Health Department
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January 25, 1989

Texas Air Control Board
6330 Hwy 290 East
Austin, Texas 78723

Attention: Bill Stewart, P.E.
Executive Director

Subject: Permit Exemption X-3561
Barge Cleaning Facility
Freeport, Brazoria County

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that effective January 20, 19892, Fish Engineering.
& Construction, Inc. sold the Fish Marine Yard to Hercules Qffshore
Drilling Company, 11381 Meadowglen Lane, Houston, Texas 77082. The
mailing address, telephone muber and type of business will remain
the same.

We hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company. Please adjust your records accordingly, and if
additional information is desired, please contact the undersigned at
the address indicated above.

Sincerely,

e, fr 22

Tom Randolph
Marine Manager

TR/se

cc: Mr., Hunt
5555 West Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401

T&E 0N0A4RS




69000 EH L

PRI S e 02,

Hunt

5555 West Loop, Suite 300
Rellaire, Texas 77401

m.

Texas 77227

Houston

p 598 180 ka3

MNONSTRUCTION,

#2350, Box 22535

ENGINEERING &

FISH




AHERCULES
(j OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY

Sirength through experience, equipmert, know-how
11381 Meadowglen Lane O Houston, Texas 77082 (713) 497-7934
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5 _ Texas Alr Control Beard
Texas Air Control poard . L ]
6330 Hwy 290 East S e

Austin, Texas 78723

Attention: Bill Stewart, P.E.
Executive Director

Subject: Permit Exemption X-3561
Barge Cleaning Facility
Freeport, Brazoria County

Dear Mr. Stewart:

As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Company acquired
Fish Engineering & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Freeport, Texas.

We hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company and agree to the existing terms and conditions of this
registration.

Respectfully, ’

//// “ ‘_'j:‘-h

“William Coward © \
President S

WC/se
cc: Mr. Hunt

5555 West Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401
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Strength through experience, equipment, know-how
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Texas Air Control Board L-"':"fg":_‘_f e J
6330 ii“y 290 Bast BT LT - e e TR

Austin, Texas 78723

Attention: Bill Stewart, P.E.
Executive Director

Subject: Permit Exemption X-3561
Barge Cleaning Facility
Freeport, Brazoria County
; Dear Mr, Stewart:

L As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Company acquired
Fish Engineering & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Freeport, Texas.

We hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company and agree to the existing terms and conditions of this
registration.

Respectfully,

C‘--"‘%‘( L ‘:""_t-.\"‘
William Cowar:
President J

(

W

WC/se
¢Cc:  Mr. Hunt

5555 West Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401
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CAHERCULES

/ OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY

Strength through experignce, oquipment, know-how
11381 Meadowglen Lane O Houston, Texas 77082 (713} 497-7934

RECEIVED

I
January 25, 1989 :
i
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i Toxas Alr Conteol Buitd
Texas Air Control poard L e J

6330 iiwy 290 Cast
Austin, Texas 78723

Attention; Bill Stewart, P.E.
Executive Director

Subiect: Permit Exemption X-3561
Barge Cleaning Facility
Freeport, Brazoria County

Dear Mr. Stewart:

As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Company acquired
Fish Enginecring & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Freeport, Texas.

Ve hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company and agree to the existing terms and conditions of this
registration.

Respectfully,

k)
L
Y

william Coward s,
President J
WC/se
cc:  Mr, Hunt

5555 vest Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401
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- Region 7
Texas Alr Control Board
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!!':-‘}l EJ:L—I ;'"»

. ] . £
s LnAanhte ov Snng

bt

GeaAr R r,. Goncard:

-

Moo approciate deing inforines tras tercules G9fshors Brilling CJoouany s
tue fnov owuner of the referenced *a ility. which was previously owned by
or

Fiss Lnginesring ang Coastruction, Inograoratad. Gur files have negs
upeated 1o incicate that the Change of owmershio has eclurrad.

e understand thet there will &e a9 change in the tyoae of pollytants
sxitton and no increase in the guantity of esissions. You are reminded
that the facility must be in compliance with all Rules and Xequlatiows of
the Texas Air Control Beard and the requiremants of this perwmit exewpt1gn
~at all times,
_ _ _ o -

Thank you for this inforaation and for your cosmeitisent to comply.  Your
ruaperation and interest in sir poliution conirol are apprecisted,

oRGiARC SRR BY
LE PEWTT .

Lawrance B, Pewitt, P.L,
Hirectoy, Perwits Division

ir. Herbert W, ”111iaﬁs, Jr., Regional Birector, Houston

Lcn . “'ﬁors an, :.V., Oirecter, Brazor1a {ounty Health {eparisent,
Anqleton o

%r. Yo Randoliph, Fisn Enaineerinq ‘and Construction, Incerpnrate

Houston
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GEAY MM, CoirdArds

dooanorscista deing inforaes tnat Hercules Gifshors Seiiling Doosany s
wie ney ovner of the referenced facility which was previously ovned by
Fica Dagineering and {onstruction, Inoernoratss, G fileg have nean
wiuatad 1o incicate that vhe :hanur of penerghin nae ooourrao,

We understanag that there will &e no change in tie fye of uollutanis

arifton anG no Increase g the guantity of awissions, You are resinpded
wrat rhe facility swst he in coanliance with all 2ules and Requiations of
the Texas Air Control Board and the requirements of this pernit exemption
at all times.

Thank you for this inforcation and for your cosmitsent to conply.  Your
uoparation and interest in sir pollution conirol are anoreciated.

ORGIARL STEAES oY
LE PR

Lasrance F, Pawitt, P.E.
71 y Permits Division

fir, Herbert W, Hilltaig, Jdr., Rsgional Director, Houston

Leo D)o O'Gorsen, W.u., Uirectcr Srarorwa County iealth Repartsent,
Anqletnn

ﬁr. Tom Randolph, Fisn Enqinper1nq and Construction, Incorporated,

Hauston
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.vestigator's Comments BL-0118-V
flercules Offshore 4/12/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3
Investigation No. 335860A

Subject: Complaint 078900110 was received by the Region 7
office on April 5, 1989, and alleged that nuisance fumes from
Hercules Offshore's barge cleaning operation were causing the
complainant to have a runny nose and chest pains. Mr. Robby
Blair, inspector for the City of Freeport referred the
complaint to Region 7 and accompanied me on the investigation.

Investigative Findings: We arrived at the complainant's
residence on April 12, 1989, at 9:35 a.m. The complainant
has complained on this source in the past but nuisance has
not been confirmed. He says Hercules opens barge hatches at
night, allowing the fumes to drift over his home in the stable
morning atmosphere. He reguested information on Benzene from
TACB and I referred him to Austin, Health Effects Division.

At 9:55 a.m. we met with Mr. Mickey Tiner, manager of
Hercules' marine division. Mr. Tiner said that Hercules does
not open barges prior toc 8:00 a.m. and showed records for the
several day period when the complaint was received which
appeared to verify this statement. Nuisance odor was not
confirmed at this time. Mr. Tiner conducted a short plant
tour and invited us to come back at any time,

Recommendations: While I observed no nuisance odor during
this investigation, the potential for nuisance conditions is
present. The source of these nuisance conditions could be
either Hercules Offshore's facility, miscellaneous barge
traffic, some other as yet undetermined stationary source, or
any combination of the above. More complaints from this area
are likely. I recommend 1) utilize Mr. Blair's department
with the City of Freeport as much as possible since he .can
respond much sooner than Region 7 and may be able to give us
some input into the problem that would be lost to us due to
the lengthy response time for us; and 2) that Region conduct
an SIP investigation into the entire facility. An SIP is
important because Hercules has moved another division onto
the existing site which conducts maintenance on offshore rigs.
I have no evidence to indicate that it is a permitted
facility. Also, emissions from the barges are ducted into a
landbased filtration system and may need to be included in the.
total emissions for the barge cleaning facility. Hercules is
still a grandfathered source, but I believe that the ducting
and filtering of these emissions was not a part of the
original operation. If so, the barge cleaning facility may
need to be permitted.

Lre

Paul Hunt
Envircnmental Quality Specialist
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V
Hercules Offshore 5/17/89
Freeport, Brazoria County ' Page 3 =~

Investigation No. 335916A

Subiject: Oon 5/17/89 complaint 078900151 was investigated.
The complainant complained of benzene odors in the early
morning hours from barge cleaning activities at Hercules
Of fshore.

Discussion: I arrived at this site at 4:00 p.m. on 5/17/89.
Winds were from the east and southeast at 5-10 mph. I stopped
at the complainant's residence but no one was home. I
conducted an odor survey downwind of the Hercules facility and
did not find any significant odors. I discussed the complaint
with Mr. Buddy Dunn, of Hercules, who identified the
complainant. He said that it had been company policy since
the complainant had started complaining not to clean barges
when there is a north wind. A northerly wind would blow odors
in the complainant's direction. I later talked with Mr.
Mickey Tiner, manager at Hercules, who confirmed that policy.

Summary: I did not find nuisance odors coming from Hercules
Offshore during this investigation. Company personnel claim
that barges are not cleaned during northerly winds which would
impact the complainant.

i%arr& Prlgdi

Environmental Quality Specialist
Region 7

Filename: 05895916A.1rp
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Irivestigator's Comments BL~0118-Vv
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3

Investigation No. 336615A

Purpose: This investigation was conducted in response to
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules
Offshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing
swoperation. The complaint was received at approximately=2:;10
¥ _p.m. on July 31, 1989. © N

it
.

'ﬁﬁ??stlgatlve Findings: At approximately 10:05 a.m. on Bugust
9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility.
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules
facility {see attached photos)s==The*dust was“observed leaving
the fac1l;tymandﬂtravelxng,;nua westerly direction towards the
complainant's residence. The wind speed was-7-to 10 mph from
a northeastly”dlrectlonm(45 degrees- NE) .-A.visit was made to
the complalnant s residence. At approximately 10:20 a.m. we
arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made
it extremely uncomfortable.for-both Dwayne and I to breath.
Insxdedtheﬂcomplalnant s house it was better. I spoke with the
complainants (husband and wife). They stated that the
sandblasting had been going on since the previous day, only
on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was
»)located on the west side of the facility and closer to their
residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they
could just stay inside with the windows closed. The wind was
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainantg
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical barges
" containing vaporous compounds (such as benzene, styrene and
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a
hewsgranaehd® on the way (which they expect to be caring for)
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were
. alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half
ago%hm

A change of ownershlp from Fish Engineering was submitted on
January 25, 1989 "and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt,
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989
(letters in regional company file}.
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Investigatort's Comments BL-0118-v
Hercules OQffshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria Couhty Page 4
Investigation No. 336615A

Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had
accumulated on the state car. The dust again made it
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the
northeast.

A-visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we
" spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson
stated that the complaints from the neighbor {located to the
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the
neighbor complains about everything from odors to the noise
that a passing private boat makes. Mr., Jackson provided us
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on
-the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge
which created a tremendous amount of dust. I asked Mr,
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but
this job had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for
one hour and 45 minutes. I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see
that dust was being blown towards the houses located to the
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4
and compliance was requested.

The facility was built in the early 1950's. A TACB special
exemption (Exemption X-3561) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner, Fish
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting
operation was grandfathered.

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were
observed off plant property, however, There was a barge
waiting to be cleaned which had been use LEANSPOL LS LY LGIG o
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind
direction to de-gas the barge. He said that they made the
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the
residences. There were no means for contrelling vapors from
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-v .
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 5

Investigation No. 336615A

the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing 0perat1ng of the barges, sampllng is reconmended when
this activity is being conducted.

. The complainants were informed of the investigative findings
"and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also
encouraged to c¢ontact the regional office should the
conditions recur.

Conclusion: Hercules Qffshore Company will be issued a Notice
of Violation for Board Rule 101.4, which consisted of nuisance
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such
~concentration and duration as to adversely affect the
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting.
No enforcement action 1is recommended pending receipt and
review of a requested written response from the company.

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance
when the barge venting and gas-freelng operation

is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health
affects and/or hazards.

I, ik tlo-

Mary A. Knotts
Environmental Quality Specialist a
Region 7

Filename: 08896615.mak
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118.v
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3
Investigation No. 336615A

Purpose: This investigation was conducted in response to
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules
Ooffshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing
_operation. The complaint was received at approximately 2:10
p.m. on July 31, 1989.

stigative Findings: - At approximately 10:05 a.m. on August
9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility.
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules
facility (see attached photos).- The dust'was-obsexved leaving
the fac;&;tywandﬁtravelxng 4in.a westerly direction towards the
complainant's residence. The wind speed was 7 to 10 mph from
_a northeastly direction (45 degrees NE}, . A visit was made to
the complainant's residence. At approximately 10:20 a.m. we
v arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made

I it extremely uncomfortable .for -both Dwayne and I to breath.
A Inside“the:complainant's house it was better. I spoke with the
b complainants {(husband and wife). They stated that the
i sandblasting had been going on since the previous day, only

on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was
'ﬁaggur~located on the west side of the facility and closer to tneir
residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they
could just stay inside with the windows closed, The wind was
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainants
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical .barges
containing vaporous compounds (such as benzene, styrene and
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a
~Jewgranaehdd® on the way (which they expect to be caring for)
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were
alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half

ago.

A change of ownership from Fish Engineering was submitted on
January 25, 1989 and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt,
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989
(letters in regional company file).
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-v
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria Couhty Page 4
Investigation No. 336615A

Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had
accunulated on the state car. The dust again wmade it
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the
northeast.

A-visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we
spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Crait Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson
stated that the complaints from the neighbor (located to the
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the
neighbor complains about everything from odors to the noise
that a passing private boat makes. Mr. Jackson provided us
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on
.the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge
which created a tremendous amcunt of dust. I asked Mr,
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but
this job had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for
one hour and 45 minutes. I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see
that dust was being blown towards the houses located to the
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4
and compliance was requested.

The facility was built in the early 1950’'s. A 'TACB special
exemption (Exemption X-356l1) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner, Fish
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting
operation was grandfathered.

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were
observed off plant property, however. There was a barge
waiting to be cleaned which had been use SPOLL B LY LGOS ooy
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind
direction to de-gas the barge. He said that they made the
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the
residences. There were no means for controlling vapors from
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-v
Hercules 0Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 5
Investigation No. 336615A

the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing operating of the barges, sampling is recommended when
this activity is being conducted.

. The complainants were informed of the investigative findings
“and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also
encouraged to contact the regional office should the
conditions recur.

Conclusion: Hercules Offshore Company will be issued a Notice
of Violation for Board Rule 101.4, which consisted of nuisance
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such
‘concentration and duration as to adversely affect the
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting.
No enforcement action is recommended pending receipt and
review of a requested written response from the company.

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance
when the barge venting and gas-freeing operation

is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health
affects and/or hazards.

@?\ww@%ﬂ,@/

Mary A. Knotts
Environmental Quality Specialist i
Region 7

Filename: 08896615.mak
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Permit Nadber Permit Prom.smn ________

Board Order Number ~ Court Order Number _
*FIN Involved - Facility Name (optional)

violation Type A/ (C=Clerical, #-Non-Clerical, I=Inminent Danger)
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Investigator‘'s Comments _ BL-0118-V
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3

Investigation No. 3366l15A

Purpose: This investigation was conducted in response to
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules
Offshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing
operation, The complaint was received at approximately 0
p.m. on July 31, 1989,

Investigative Findings: At approximately 10:05 a.m. on August
9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility.
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules
facility {see attached photos). The dust was observed leaving
the facility and traveling in a westerly direction towards the
complainant's residence. The wind speed was 7 to 10 mph from
a northeastly direction (45 degrees NE). A visit was made teo
the complainant’s residence. At approximately 10:20 a.m. we
arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made
it extremely uncomfortable for both Dwayne and I to breath.
Inside the complainant's house it was better. I spoke with the
complainants (husband and wife). They stated that the
sandblasting had heen going on since the previous day, only
on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was

located on the west side of the facility and closer to their

residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they
could just stay inside with the windows closed. The wind was
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainants
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical barges
containing vaporous compounds (such as benzene, styrene and
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a
new grandchild on the way (which they expect to be caring for)
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were
alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half

ago.

A change of ownership from Fish Engineering was submitted on
January 25, 1989 and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt,
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989
(letters in regional company file). : o

T&E pH0AE2




Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V
Hercules 0Offshore 8/9/89
Freeport, Brazoria County ' Page 4
Investigation No. 336615A

Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had
accumulated on the state car. The dust again made it
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the
northeast.

A visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we
spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson
stated that the complaints from the neighbor (located to the
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the
neighbor complainsg about everything from odors to the noise
that a passing private boat makes. Mr. Jackson provided us
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on
the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge
which c¢reated a tremendous amount of dust, I asked Mr.
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but
this Jjob had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for
one hour and 45 minutes. I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see
that dust was being-blown towards the houses located to the-
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4
and compliance was requested.

The facility was built in the early 1950's., A TACB special
exemption (Exemption X-356l1) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner, Fish
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting
operation was grandfathered.

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were
observed off plant property, however. There was a barge
waiting to be cleaned which had been use to transport styrene.
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind
direction to de-gas the barge., He said that they made the
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the
residences. There were no means for controlling vapors from-

. T&E 000463




Investigator's Comments BL-0118-v .
Hercules Offshore : 8/9,/89
Freeport, Brazoria County Page S
Investigation No. 3366154 : '

the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing operating of the barges, sampling is recommended when
this activity is being conducted,

The complainants were informed of the investigative findings
and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also
encouraged to contact the regional office should the
conditions recur.

Conclusion: Hercules Offshore Company will be issued a Notice
of Vieclation for Board Rule 10l1.4, which consisted of nuisance
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such
concentration and duration as to adversely affect the
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting.
No enforcement action is recommended pending receipt and
review of a requested written response from the company.

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance
when the barge venting and gas-freeing operation

is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health
affects and/or hazards.

Mary A. Knotts _
Environmental Quality Specialist
Region 7

Filename: 08896615.mak
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Air Quality Control Region 7
5555 West Loop, Suite 30C
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713/666-4964

- SEP 15 169

CERTIFIED MAIL (P 540 376 592}
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Mickey Tiner

General Manager

bercules Offshore Company
Post Office Drawer O
Freeport, Texas 77541

Re: Notice of Violation
General Rule 101.2
Account Neo. BL~0118-v

Dear Mr, Tiner:

On August 9, 1989, Ms, Mary Knotts and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of
thz&wqigggg obsarved-amviolation=ofuSactionmiadlls) of the

‘Texas Clean’ Air: Act -(Act).-‘and:.
'(ccples ‘enclosed), at. your’ bargejrepair and cleaning facility

located at 906 ‘Marlin Street 1n Freeport, Braéorla cOunty.

consistggypf«nuisance due L0 dust from_the%sandblastxng of a
pargye. The dust was found in such concentration and such
duration as to adversely affect the breathing and to interfere
with the normal use and enjoyment of -the property of residents

downwind of the sandblasting. = Verbal notification of the

violation wags given to Mr,. Jlmmy ‘Jackson, Craft Supervisor,

on the above investigation date and _expedient compliance was
requested. , _

\f The Act mandates specific enforcement actlona with regard to
© violations. of any provision of the Act, or any rule or order.
cti'ns 1nclude the issuance_”'

these enforcement

Jard- General Rule 101: 4,

T&E 000024
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Mr. Tiner e SEP 1Y 889

S e i T
ot nistrative penaltxns
;o to $1¢,000 2 day for earh vivlation, or initiation of legal
action for injunctive relief and/f/or civil penalties of $50 to
$2%,0600 for each day .and for each act of vioclatien. in
particular, the Act calls for mandatory complisnce orders for
aonclerical violations continuing thirty (30) dayvs or more,
The Roard's enforcement obligationa and alternatives are more
fully explained in the enclosed “"bnforcement Related
Frovisions of the Texes Clean Ailyx Act®.

rlease aetify this office of the circumstances relating to
these violations and your plans for achieving proapt and
continuous compliance, Your writte,. regponge  should be
supaitted within tes (16) days and snoald include a Cote by
which continaous coaplisnce will be schigved., The response
snoulc include the account number indicated in thne reference
iine. If you have any guestions with regard to this matter,
irlease feel free to contact Ms. Anotts at this office.

Sincarely,

Oniginal Signed By

Jenny Yang
Jerbert w. Williaas, Jr.

Regional Director
Bnelosures

cc: Hr, David Renricns, Acting Director, Compliance Rivision,
Austin

Mr. Leo b. Q'Gorman, M.D., Dlrebtor, Brazorxa Lounty
- Health Bepartment. nqleton g . _

boct  RW/RR/MK/TSVs boardggﬁamr

Filenawe: OB896615,.mak
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hir Quality Control Region 7
9555 West Loop, Suite 30C
Bellaire, Texas 77441
713/666-4964

- SEP 19 Bag

CURTIFIED MAIL (P 540 376 592)
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Mickey Tiner

veneral Manager

hercules Offshore Company
Post Office brawer O
Freeport, Texas 77541

Re: Notice of violation
-S¢enerxal Rule 101.4
Account No. BL-Glla-v

- Dear Mr, Tiner:

un August 9, 1989, Ms., Mary Knotts and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of
tniagaLLuQgqohnnnuadua-ﬂialatiou-ot-aaot; of the
Texas Clean Air Act {(Act) -and.:Board General Rule 101.4,
(copies enclosed) at your barge’ repair and cleaping facility
located at 906 Marlin Street in Freeport, Brazoria County.
The violation was noted frommlOsfS:.-p.m..to. 11:50 a.m. and
consisted of nuisance due. to-dustifrom the sandblasting of a
varye. ‘The dust was found in such concentration and such
duration as to adversely affect the breathing and to interfere
with the normal use and enjoyment of the property of residents
downwind of the sandblasting. Verbal notification of the
violation was given to Mr. Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor,
on the above investigation date and ~expedient compliance was
requested,

The Act mandates specific enforcement actions with regard to

~violations of any provision of the Act, or any rule or order
of the Boarq These enforcoment actiona include the issuance

' T&E 000470
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Mr. Tiner -

SRR e e L s TN R PR STV A R T
of a board order amd i poaztion of ad:inistrat[ve penalties T
- 3o o $10,000 a cay for each vivlation, or initiaction of legzl
aut;on for injunctive relisf and/or c.vil penalties of 450 to
$3i5%,000 tor ench day and for each act of wviolation. In
perticular, the Act calls for mandatory compliance orders for
ronclerical violations continuing thirey (30) days or nore.

The Roard's enforcement obligations and alrernatives are more

tully explained in the enclosed *“bnforcoment Ralated
Irevisions of the Texas Clean Alr Act®,
I'lease ootify this office of the circuwstances relating to
these violations and your plans for schleving proant and
continuous  compliance, Your writts; response should pe
susaitiaes withio tens (16) days and sceald include 2 dete oy
vinich continuous sompliance will be achisved. The response
gnowld include the account nueper indiczated in the reference
line. 1f you have any ouentions witn regacd Lo this matter,
irleasa feel free to contact Mu, Knotts at thas eftice.

C gt B UL W RE

sinceraly,

Originat Signed BY

Jenny Yang
dertert w. wWilliaxus, Or.
Ragional Director
nelosures

ces Hr, pavid Benrichs, Actting Director, Compliance vivision,
Austin -

Hr. Leo D. O‘Gorman, M.D., Direclor, Brazorxa Lounty
Health ﬁepartment. Angleton

hoos hw/hn/MK/rsv,board.gaﬂth
Filanaiie: Q8896615 .mak
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hir Quality Control Region 7
5555 West Loop, Suite 30C
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713/666~4964

SEP 15 689

CERTIFIED MAIYL (P 546 376 592)
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr, Mickey Tiner

General Manager

bercules Offshore Company
Post Office Drawer O
Freeport, Texas 77541

~Re:  Notice of Violation
 General Rule 101.4
Account No. BL-G118-V
Dear Mr. Tiner:

On August 9, 1989, Ms. Mary Knotts ‘and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of

. this office observed a violation*of*Sectxon 4.01(a) of the

Texas_‘Clean Air: Ac:t “(Act )

The violation was noted from 10:05 a.m. to 11:5¢ a.m. and
consisted of nuisance due to dust from the sandblastxng of a
barge. The dust was found 'in such concentration and such
- duration as to adversely affect the: breathlng and to interfere
'~ with the normal use and enjoyment,of the property of residents
downwind of the ‘sandblasting.. . Verbal notification of the

. violation was given to- Hr..Jxmmy:Jaékson, Craft: Supervxsor,'_
.an the above 1nvest1gat10n date and expedxent compllance was

N requested.

QThe Act mandates BpEleic enforcement:actlons with regard to

: (cop1es ‘enclosed). at. your -barge’:rep ir‘and cleanxng facxlityiﬁ;
located at 906 'Marlin Street in P_eeport, Brazoria County.
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on of adiministrabive penalties
up to $10,000 a Gay for each viclation, or initiation of legal
sction for injunctive relief and/or civil penalties of £50 to
345,000 for each day.and for each act of violatioen. in
particualar, the Act calls for mandatory compliance orders for

nonclerical vioclations continuing thirty (30) days or nore,

The Roard's enforcement obligations and alternatives are sore

fully explained in the enclosed “Enforcemernt Related

Frovieions of the Texes Clean Alr Act”,

Flease notify this office of the circumstances relating to
these wviolations and your plans for achievisg prompt and
continuous compliance, Your written responsae should be
submnitted within ten {(10) days and shouald ianclude a date by
which continuous compliance will be achieved., The response
shiould include the account nuwper indicated in the reference
iine. 1If you have any guestions with regard to this matter,
vleagse feel free to contact Ms, Kaotts at this affice.

Sincerely,

QOriginal Signed BY

enny Yang .
Hé&bé&t W. williams, Jr.

. . Regional Director -
 Baclosures

ces Kr, David Benrichs, Actinqlbirector, Compliance Division,
Austin

. Leo D. O'Gorman, M.D., Director, Brazoria County.

ealth Departmen leton
> boardefdde-
o Fi.};&name : 08896615.mak |
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Bob Casals : "nmmaﬁkﬂamgﬁﬁnmd

Rt. 3 - 135 Snapper Lane o e -

Freeport, Texas 77541
Octomber 5, 1989

Hereules

Gensral Manager

At .3 - 904 Marlin Lane
freeport, Texas 77541

Dear Sir:

For the past year that your cempany has been i business at the
Freeport location adjacent to Bridge Harbor Subdivisicn, we

have had major problems with your operation. As you know prior to
your business being operated at that location we have had s’'milar

problems with the previous ownars.

In the past and recently we have informed you of several issues
which are damaging to our health and property.

First issue being the opening of chemical! barges: ! have been
informed by the Texas Air Control Soard and the EPA as to the
hazardous materials your operation handles. In the past there
hags been times that our house and the subdivision were filled
with the odor of styrene and benezene qas.

As you know it is un-lawful to open chemical hatches in the
intercoastal waster-way. We are concerned why your company would
continue to operate in such a close proximity to residence.

Our second concern 1s your sand blasting operation. We have
called you numerous times complaining about the over spray of
the sand blasting entering our house and causing damage to our
house and automobilies. I understand that the Texas Air Control
Board sited you recently for that problem; but to no avail you
continue your damaging practice. '

ODur third concern is the banging of barges all hours of the day
and night, Your operation is a seven day a week; twenty four
hours a day nuisance. €ach time we call you about the noise,you
increase the noise tc annoy us even more.

Qur fourth concern is the out-door loud speaker that you operate,
We have called your attention to this many times and you continue
to operate so that it's heard through-out the subdivision.

As you know at the time of our complaints we have called the
Community Awareness and Emargency Response organization and
called Mr. Jim Overman with Dow Chemical whe investigated several
complaints. Showing concern I was told by Mr. Overman that at




one time Dow refused sending you barges because of your mis-
handling. I was also tcld by BASf Corporation that they do not -:

send bargss to your business because of mis-handling.

We hove experience sick corditions such as watery eyss,

tight-

ness of the chest, headaches and nasal congestion, At one tire
the chemicals from yvour operation killed all the leaves from
the trees on the east side, through-out the whole subdivision.

We are informing your organization that we are holding you res-
ponsible and liable for any and all damages including health

and property to us and demand that your operation cease to allow
chemical gases and over spray of sand blasting to affect our

home environment,

We trust that you take this matter into very critical considera-

t"OI"l.

Bl o b
Stadla Casale

Bob and Stella Casale

ccs
Air Control Board

City of Freeport

U.S. Coast Guard - Galveston

EFA - Dallas

Tom Delay U.S. Representative

J.E. "Buster” Brouwn - State Senator
John Willy State Representative
S5tate Attorney General

T&E 000189
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Residence of Bridge Harbor Subdivision:
Latter dated Octomber 5, 1989
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Bob Casale
Rt. 3 - 135 Snapper Lane
freaport, Texas 77541

Octomber 5, 1989

Hercules

Cenesral Manzger

Rt .3 -~ 904 marlin Lane
Freeport, Texas 77941

Dear Sir

For the past ysar that your company has been in business at the
Freeport locatlon adjacent to 8ridge Harbor Subdivision, we

have had magor problems with your operation. As you know prior to
your businesa being operated at that location we have hed similar
problems with the previous ownars.

In the past and recently we have informed you of several lssues
which are damaging to our health and property.

First issue being the opaning of chemical barges: I have baeen
informed by the Texas Alr Control Board and the EPA as to the
hazardous matarials your oparation handles. In the past there
haa been times that our house end the subdivision were filled
with the odor of styrene end benezens gas,

As you know it 1s un-lawful to open chemical hatchss in the
intarcoastal water-way. We are concernad why your company would
continue to operate in such a close proximity to residence.

Qur second concern is your sand blasting aperation. We have
called you numarous times complaining about the over spray of
the sand blasting entering our houss and causing damage to our
house and automobilies. I understand that the Texas Afir Control
Board sited you recently for that problems but to. no avail you
continue your damaging prectice.

Our third concern is the banging of barges all hours of the day
and night. Your operation is a seven day a week; twsnty four
hours a day nuisance. Each time we call you about the noise,you
incresase the noilse to anncy us even mores.

Our fourth concern {s the out~-door loud speaker that you operate.
We have called your attention to this many times and you continuse
to operate so that itis heard through-out the subdivieion,

As you know at the time of our complaints we have called the
Community Awareness and Emergency Respanse organization and
called Mr, Jim Overman with Dow Chemical who investigated several
complaints. Showing concern I weaas told by mMr, Overman that at

T&E 000452




ong time Dow refused sending you barges because of your mis-
handling. 1 was also told by BASF Corporation that they do not
send barges to your business because of mis-handling.

We have experience sick conditions such as watery eyss, tight-
ness of the chest, headaches and nasal congestion. At cne time
tha chemicals from your aparation killed all the leaves from

the trees on the east side, through-out the whole subdivision.

We are Informing your brgahization that we are holding you res-

ponsible and liable for any and all damages including health
and property to us and demand thet your operation cease to allow
chemical gases and over spray of sand blasting to affect our

hamg aenvironment,

We trust that you take this matter into very critical considera-

tion,

Thank )ou .fg Eé
SM&Q_Qasaez_/

Bobh and Stella Casale

cC}

Alr Control Board

City of Freeport

U.S, Coast Cuard - Galvaston

EPA « Dallas

Tom Delay U.S. Representative

J.£. "Buster” Brown - State Senator
John Willy State Representative
State Attorney Ceneral

T&E 000453
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| Residence of Bridge Harbor Subdivision:
Letter dated Octomber 5, 1989
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

Your name Ed/j . %’,4'&2;

Representing

. Address /?1" < /Vﬁﬂ//f—ﬁ LA
L EEp T

Company name SEL L
OR Compliance account no. BLO/[SV/

Permit number Y 356/

QIZ—“ , Region 7

Assisted by

Date /(?/62/5‘?
77
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

Your name ﬁd/:? _ %}4[4’-‘#
Representing ,
- Address /?r— < /\"%vﬁ/;ﬂ, LA

FLEER LT
Company name S L L
OR Compliance account no. HLO/[S/

Permit number ¥ 3356/

Q]Z' , Region 7

Assisted by

Date /z:!/ c;/,j':j?

T&E 000191




RECORD OF FILE REVIEW

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IHFORMATION:
_‘l’ou:f name /V%/V’ﬁ M{ (,Jy»éﬂ-i-
Representlnc /”/ /4 WWC[% 7 Aanr Q:ﬂ/"

- Address_ 23 2/ £ @v'-';m /,, .

——,

Company name_ /a‘vww&ﬂ/ 4%%'/1}

- Permit number_j(“‘ 75¢/ QR Compliance account no.

Assisted by ) | L Region 7

Date
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING [HFORMATION::
_Your name ’_Dgu//) ﬂuuﬁﬂ/
. Representllna 7 C% i /%'_95, ____ )
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Bab Casala
Rt.. 3 - 135 Snapper Lane
Freeport, Taxas 77541 i

KPR ) PR

October 10, 1989

City of Freeport Administration i
128 East 4th Straeet EE ;m
Freeport, Texas 77541 -

Dear Sirs:

We sre bringing a continuous problem to your sttention which we
have complained about for several years.

The subject matter is the operation of Fish Enginearing and ;
Hercules Off-Shore Drilling Company. i

We have enclosed a letter dated October 5, 1989 to that Company.

In gensral our caomplaints have been the exposure to dangerous
chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting materials, and the loud
abusive nolses,

£ach time we have complainted to ths city managser, the hsealth
department, members of city council, alse to Mayor Alan faulk
and past Mayor Mark Vanderveer we have received no response to
curtall the operation or safe-guard thes health and safaty of the
adjacent reajdences.

As the October S, 1989 letter indicates the present Compeny is
angaged in the barge cleaning process. There is one case in
particular that the residents were heavily exposed to benezene
gas, ] called the city manager and asked i{f he would send the i
health officer to investigate the matter. Two hours had pasted LA
and no-one appeared from the city to investigate., I then called L
back and the operator told me everyone had gone to lunch; appar- i
ently lunch is more important to the city than to go out and inve- i
stigate persons who are being exposed to dangerour gases. Finally
about three days later a city health officer and a menber of the
Texas Air Control Board came to the scene, At that point we had a
lengthy discussion as to the problems we are having with these
companies, At that time we again showed pictures of the leaves of
the treas tnat had died due to chemical raleases.

Dangerous chemicels are extracted from the barges and vents are
belng opsned exposing residents to gas releases. There has besn
several incidents where ths barges are brought in at night and
the hatches are being opened durning the time that the residants
are sleeping: making us un-aware of the danger until morning.

The continuous sand-blasting which sometimes starts a 7:¢30 a.m.
till dark has caused us many problems. We are unable to opan our
windows; our automobilies have baen damaged and covered with the
over-apray. Our downstalrs patio {s also aluays filled with
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particles of the seand-blasting. When we attempt to breath out- =
doors our lungs, throat, eyes and nose are filled with the o }ﬁﬁ
particles., As we write this letter at 6;00 p.m. the gsand-blasting .
ta taking place. A cloud of dust can be visually sesensd. We are
unable to open windows, the high pressure scrseching sound from

the sand-blasting can be heard from the furtherest room in our

homa,

Abcut a month ago ] requested that Mayor Alan faulk meet me at
my house to investigate this matter. When he visited, I showed s
him the close proximity of this business to our residences: He ¥
agreed that we do have a problem. [ then showed him our downstairs .

T

dangerous process,

patio} and asked him to rub his hand over the thick debria on a

table top which was filled with over~spray from the business. 1 G
then msked him to investigate this matter further: as to what i
remadies can be taken to curtail and cease the annoying and ézz

Thres days past without word from Mayor Alan Faulk, I called himg i
to ask 1if he had finish his investigation. He rsaponded that he :E
had finish his investigation., He rasponded that he had talked to X
the city manager and city attorney and they said nothing could be i
done by the city because the city re-zoned the land to conduct . :
that type of business. I told him, in the future, I wish to add on 7.
to my house, he saild “quote" that you “Bob Casale” should straighten::
out that problem "being Herculgs® before you add on to your house. ~
He also told me that I should call fMarvin Zindler from ¥.V. channel -
13 in Houstonj to have him invesatigate; maybe he could.do something.-

If 1 ever experienced deraliction of duty, from a govermental
official this i3 a prima exampla.

We have aleo mentioned about the loud abusive noise. Many times
durning the operational phass of this business they bang on bargas
and the soundes are heard through-out the subdivision.

The recorded facts relate that the businasailncation has caused
these problems for many years.

On April 17,1989 the city of freeport held a city council and L
planning commiasion public hearing to re-zone several parcels of e
land in and around the Bridge Harbor Subdivision, including the
business in question., After hearing from approximately thirty
paersons opposing this zone change, the city ignored the complaints
and went on to re-zone the land from light manufacturing to
water-front heavy., This action to us was pure irresponsiable and G
deliberate unconcern for the health and safety for near-by residencej
kngming tha dangarcus consequence and nuisance that this change i
made,

Sevaeral times afficals with the Taxas Air Control Board told me =
that I should call the city of freeport so that they could make =
an immadiste investiqation. ] was told by city officala that thse
city did not have a qualified person to investigate. Y
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As of this date we are requesting that the city of Freeport
contact the County Health Department for assistance. [ have had
saveral discussions with County Judge John Damon and he stated
that their office would assist if requested by the City of free-
port. RN

About 12:4% p.m, October 11, 1989 I met Robby 8lair on the corner
of Snappaer and Marlin Lane. He told me that he was investigating
that mornings complaint, I ghowed him the over-spray blowing over
the city street and pointed out the loud blasting noilse. | also
told him that he should talk to the shrimper Danny Marches warking
about two hundred fest from us, and adjacent to the bargs being:
gand-blasted. He refused to go. I then went to Danny Marches and
told him what had happen.

In summary we wish to inform, that city officals, have a maral i
and legal responsibi{lity to the people and have a duty to safle- i
guard the safety and welfare aof the citizens. &

ARs of this date we find no documentation wherse the city of free- 5;
port has made any attempt to safe=- guard and protect the citizens- -
in this case. e

Wo here-by notify the city officals, who were resposiable for
the damaging zone changes and allowing the problems to occur past
and present; that we are holding them raspoalable Eor damanges to
health and proparty in this casa.

In trust, we hope the city officaels who are in-powared to act, and
according to laws; to safe-guard the citizens in this case, and
act with dallgence.

Thank Y UM |
w‘&.ﬁﬁa, sale ,

Bob and Stellaea Csgale

cc1
Mayor Alan Faulk ' Taxas Air Control Board

Councilman: EPA o
Jim Phillips Jim Mattox - Texas Attornay Ganera
milan Miller J.E. "Huster" Brown - State Sanatg
John Stanford John Willy « State Representative?®
Horace Owings Tom Delay - U.S5. Representative %

Brazaria County Health Departmant
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128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 77541 / {409) 233-3526
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COMPLAINT FORM

Date Received. . /D-,%-&
Time Received P oo
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YJDMU. )ﬂ-[s’-zz Time: 2.7.90
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Ses dmibd Seat Sik] DL s 2737 odads

VT
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Phone _Wm Phone: .
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T&E000083




B ety S P

et

i
r
L

1 _p . -
L addwess: . p o ﬁ Ll e Business Address:
\I’honc: ﬂ;M Ve A Phone:

V'

128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 77541 / [409) 233-3526 ,
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COMPLAINT FORM >

Date Recedived.. 2 - 2.0
Time Received 2. ¢y~ »
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Date: yo .y 3.gf Time: 7 : /5 gay
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See ' et = so£0
_Mé,_% ,f_?/d(r- ‘ S
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, VEENUNBUINNOSRIT YNNI
!
; COMPLAINTANT INFORMATION

Name: &2 -Shc/w¢4*;., Business Name: _ jerne aa 4,7,7‘4@2

¥ 25 /JcAy;..wv

Signatune of Complaintant
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128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 2751t / [409] 233- 3526

“"\

COMPLAINT FORM

Date Received .. /o -/3.8%5
Time Received /O po Hm
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Date"gpféz-'dz Tim: /0. 00 2.
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See ceokod SHeil //@) M m:z‘ 87 - SfeeZ
/f"am-&/ é /?d/fq /bp/au/“'
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SELVRBRIVBFSIESN BB END IS
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Hr. 8.X. Schoggin
118 Redfish Lane ,
Freeport, TX 77541 .

E.a
' ,
. A

"y

On Qg;obér 11, 1989, at 9:45 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and
the Brazoria County ltealth Inspector and [ visited Mr, and Mrs.-B8,K. Schoggins

at théir home., Mr. Schoggins signed a complaint against Hercules QOffshore
Orilling Company complaining of chemical odors that he notice occasionally
when the winds blow out of the Northeast as he feels that they are coming
from Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. Though he does not smell the adors
all the time he was concerned about one particular Sunday in which he
noticed the odor to be extremely offensive and was’ concerned of its

chemical content and a repeated incidence.- He wanted reassurance that the
chemicals in the air were not havwful to him and his family.

We thanked Mr. and Mrs. Schoggin for their-assistance and told them we
would investigate further into their concerns.
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Julie Ainsworth _

92 Dolphin Lane }

Freeport, TX 77541 S
‘igf

On October 11, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and,
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and myself visited Ms. Julie Ainsworth
at-her home. Ms, Ainsworth signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company at this time, She says she has been 1iving at Bridge
Harbor subdivision for the- last three months and plans to stay until their
house is sold. She stated she and her two children have not been feeling
well the whole time. She ‘claims to have allergies and one of the children
has been to the doctor for a rash problem. The doctor has prescribed
medication for the rash but offered no diagnosis as to what caused it.

Ms. Ainsworth says she can not open her windows in the house because of
the chemical odors that she believes comes from Hercules Offshore Drilling
Company, She expresses her concern about the odors and thinks it might

be affecting her allergies since she feels worse at her current location
than where she used to live. The Brazoria County Health Inspector
mentioned that due to the very dry weather in Brazoria County and being -
fall season be noticed that many residents throughout Brazoria were
experiencing breathlng problems related to allergies from ragweed and
other related matter in the air. We asked if she received any doctors'
reports relating the cause of her or her children's illness to.any chemical

exposure and she stated that no doctor has claimed any chemical-related
illness at this time. . :

We thanked Ms. Ainsworth for her assistance with our report and went to
Hercules Offshore Drilling Company to talk to the General Manager Wr.
Tianer. .o
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Mr, Tinner
Hercules Offshare Drilling Conpany
Freeport, TX 77541

when investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling Company at approximately
11:00 a.m. on October 11, 1989 we watched for signs of dead foliage along
the roadway to the entrance of the business as well as cutside of the
fencod-in area at the location, We walked arcund the barge drydock
facility where sandblasting operations are performed, vwhich is directly

. -behind a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing., We did
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye-irritating fumes
any time during our visit, Of the several barges at the site only one
particular barge appeared to have cdors but this could rot be detected
until one got close to the barge dry dock arca,

We talked with General Manager Micky Tinner to assess Mr, Castle's
_camplaints, He said he was aware of Mr., Casale's concerns and had taken
neasures to prevent discomforts that might be irrjtate area residents.

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand
from the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge
Harbor area when Mr. Casales's oconcerns were first raised., According

Lo Mr. Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinue all
operations when winds blow out of the Northeast toward Bridge Harbor,

Mr. Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and
direction in which the sand moves during blasting operations., Mr. Tinner
mentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the
winds blew cut of the Northeast,

Mr, Tinner mentioned that his ocompany was trying to eliminate concems
regarding sand coming from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and
400 foot long tennis court-type fence made of plastic material around
the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel
and help direct air flow away from the direction of the Bridge Harbor

subdivision, The fenoe materials are an order and the fence should be
erected soon.

We asked Mr, Tinner about Mr, Casale's oconcerns of being exposed to

dangerous chemicals at his residence, particularly the incident Mr. Casale
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1988, where he states that _
“residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas." Mr, Tinner said that ) '
the barge Mr. Casale was concerned about had unloaded the chemical Benezene

in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility, .
Acoording to Mr, Tinner the only reason Mr. Casale knew that the barge <
had contained Benzene products was because he had read varning signs on

the side of the barge with his binoculars as he often does,

Mr. _'l'itmuar stated that before work was done on any béu:qes brought to his
fac1_11ty they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside
to do any hot work or cleaning, Qertified equipment (air detectors) mist
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be used to perform such inspections and are necessary to get the |
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Dnlling. We were
shown ariginal documents of certificates where permission was received
to begin work on barges. We were told that all the certificates and
records were kept on file at all times to show what barges are hrought
ar the premises.

Mr. ‘tanner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure the safety of >
his onployees as well as the cammnity. e said that they sametimes have

. up to forty five men working in and around the barges an a daily basis,

<
Mr, Tinner said that he has talked to the Tuxas Air (Qontrol Doard in the
past and that they have been to his business to monitar the quality of

air in the surrounding area., (I personally have not seen the Texas Air
Control Board's findings at this time).

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. Casale's noise complaint and he stated that
~-a majority of the noise Mr. Casale camplains of comes during the very

late ar early hours of the wmorming., Mr. Tinner said his men work
occasional overtime until 7:00 or B8:00 p.m. at night but their usual work
hours are fram 7:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.m. They d work overtime on some
weekends if they have to get a barge contract coapleted. We discussed
with Mr, Tanner the City's noise ordnances restricting loud noises from
11:00 p.m until 7:00 a.m Sunday through Saturday and fram 11:00 p.m
Saturday through Sunday afternoon until 1:00 p.m and told him that we
expectad the ordinances would continue to be observed. &
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DATE: 10~-10~88

TO: Robby Blair, Meryl Walters and Earl Heath

FROM: - Jo-Ann Proctor ‘ o
_ Sl T

Re: Nuisance odor at Bridge Harbor ~ g

An investigation of Mr. Casale's. complaint revealed no odor, no eye irritating
fumes and no dead follage. In investigating Fish Engineering, I discovered
the work performed there was heavily regulated and all procedures were well
documented, - Mr, Tom Randolph, the Fabrication/Marine Manager was very

" cooperative 1n showing me the entire dock facility and explaining what type

of work took place there. Ye also explained the precautions taken regarding
safecy and steps tonof Inconvenience Mr, Casale., He supplied me with

safety reports .to read from numerous local, State and Federal agencies.

He also gave me a copy of one of their Marine Chenmist Certificates (see .
attached) vhich is issued prior to work being done on each barge, Ue
explained he had experienced many complaints from Mr. Casale and Fish

- -Engineering had gone to great lengths to alleviate Mr., Casale's fears.

When he complained of a bad odor, Fish added a cherry-vanillda fragrance
but Mr. Casale continued to complain on the basis of in his opinion, any
chemical which had an odor was toxic.,

Since Mr., Randolph 1s well aware of Mr, Casale's presence, it is policy

not to open barge tanks which might release obmoxious of toxic fumes when the win
is blowing from the North-East which could possibly carry the fumes over

Mr. Casale's property., According to Mr. Randolph's records there had

been no tanks opened on the date and time which Mr. Casale wap complaining.

 Furthermore, Jim Mueth of the U,S. Coast Guard/Marine Safety Division,

had been present on the Fish Engineering dock from approximately 10:40 AM
until 4:00 PM on October 7, 1988 and had not noted any odor. Mr, Randolph

did not feel his dock had been the source of any nuisance odors or toxic
fumes that date,

Today I received a call from Paul Hunt with the Texas Air Control Board.
He will be in my office tomorrow morning, He would like for me to accompany
him on an investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint. I would appreciate
any further insctructions you may have.
Sincerely,
//%”’7 /o2 .
Jo-Ann Prdctor, '
Health Inspector

JAP:saa
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128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 771 / [109) 233-3526

e

October 16, 1989

In summary to this preliminary report I have spoken
to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the
Texas Air Control Board on the 16th of October 1989,
to request that 1 accompany her on investagation of .
Mr. Casale*s complaint. She is scheduled to arrive
in Freeport Tuesday October 17, 1989,

As of this date there are two complaint reports at
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one
dated October 13, 1989, A complete report will
follow after above inspection with Air €ontro)
Inspector.

Sincerély

AL 7%

Robby L. Blair
Building Official
City of Freeport

RLB:sd
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128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 77941 / {409) 233-3526 .
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Mr. 8.K. Schoggin
118 Redfish Lane
Freeport, TX 77541 .

On October 11, 1989, at 9:45 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and

the Brazoria County Health Inspector and 1 visited Mr, and Mrs.-B.K. Schoggins
at théir home. Mr. Schoggins signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company complaining of chemical odors that he notice occasionally
when the winds blow out of the Northeast as he feels that they are coming

from Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. Though he does not smell the odors
all the time he was concerned about one particular Sunday in which he

noticed the odor to be extremely offensive and was' concerned of its

chemical content and a repeated incidence.- He wanted reassurance that the
chemicals in the air were not harmful to him and his family.

We thanked Mr, and Mrs. Schoggin for their-assistance and tolﬂ them we
would investigate further into their concerns.
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Julie Ainsworth ,
92 Dolphin Lane . 5
Freeport, TX 77541 ;

On October 11, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and,
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and myself visited Ms. Julie Ainsworth
at her home., Ms. Ainsworth signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore
Drilling Company at this time., She says she has been 1iving at 8ridge
Harbor subdivision for the- last three months and plans to stay until their
house is sold, She stated she and her two children have not been feeling
well the whole time. She ‘claims to have allergies and one of the children
has been to the doctor for a rash problem. The doctor has prescribed
medication for the rash but offered no diagnosis as to what caused it.

Ms. Ainsworth says she can not open her wipndows in the house because of
the chemical odors that she believes comes from Hercules Offshore Drilling
Company. She expresses her concern about the odors and thinks it might

be affecting her allergies since she feels worse at her current location
than where she used to live., The Brazoria County Health Inspector
mentioned that due to the very dry weather in Brazoria County and being -
fall season be noticed that many residents throughout Brazoria were
experiencing breathing problems related to allergies from ragweed and
other related matter in the air. We asked if she received any doctors'
reports relating the cause of her or her children’s illness to.any chemical

exposure and she stated that no doctor has claimed any chemical-related
illness at this time. . .

We thanked Ms., Ainsworth for her assistance with our report and went to

Hercules Offshore Dr1111ng Company to talk to the General Manager Mr.,
Tinner,
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Mr, Tinner
Hercules Offshore Drilling Company
Freeport, TX 77541

when investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling OGompany at approximately
11:00 a.m., on October 11, 1989 we watched for signs of dead foliage along
the roadway to the entrance of the business as well as cutside of the
fonced-in area at the location. We walked around the barge drydock
facility vhere sandblasting operations are performed, which is directly
‘behind a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing, We did
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye~-irritating fumes
any time during our visit, Of the several barges at the site only one
particular barge appeared to have odors but this oould nmot be detected
until one got close to the barge dry dock area.

We talked with General Manager Micky Tinner to assess Mr, Castle's
camplaints. He said he was aware of Mr, Casale's concerns and had taken
measures to prevent discomforts that might be irritate area residents.

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand
fram the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge
Harbor area when Mr, Casales's oconcerns were first raised. According

to Mr, Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinue all
operations when winds blow out of the Northeast toward Bridge Harbor.

Mr, Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and
direction in which the sand moves during blasting operations., Mr, Tinner
mentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the
winds blew out of the Northeast,

Mr. Tinner mentioned that his company was trying to eliminate concemns
regarding sand coming from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and

400 foot long tennis court-type fence made of plastic material around

the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel
and help direct air flow away from the direction of the Bridge Harbor

subdivision., The fenoe materials are on order and the fence should be
erected soon.

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr, Casale’s concerns of being exposed to

dangerous chemicals at his residence, particularly the incident Mr., Casale
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1988, where he states that

“residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas.”" Mr. Tinner said that }
the barge Mr, Casale was concerned about had unloaded the chemical Benezene .
in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility,
Acocording to Mr, Tinner the only reason Mr, Casale knew that the barge

had contained Benzene products was because he had read waming signs on

the side of the bharge with his binoculars as he often does,

Mr. "l'imner stated that before work was done on any barges hbrought to his
facility they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside
to do any hot work or cleaning. Certified equipment {air detectors) mist
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be used to perform such inspections and are necessary to get the |
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Drilling. We were
shown ariginal documents of certificates where permission was received
to begin work on barges, We were told that all the certificates and

records were kept am file at all times to show what barges are lhrought
on the premises.

Mr, Tanner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure the safety of
his employees as well as the camwunity., He said that they sometimes have
_up to forty five men working in and around the barges on a daily basis.

Mr. Tinner said that he has talked to the Texas Air Control Board in the
past arnd that they have been to his business to monitar the quality of
air in the surrounding area., (I personally have not seen the Texas Air
Control Board's findings at this time},

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. Casale's moise complaint and he stated that
‘a majority of the noise Mr, Casale camplains of comes during the very
late or early hours of the morming., Mr. Tinner said his men work
occasional overtime until 7:00 or 8:00 p.m, at night but their usual work
hours are from 7:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.m. They do work overtime an some
weekends it they have to get a barge contract conpleted. We discussed
with Mr, Tanner the City's moise ardnances restricting loud noises from
11:00 p.m until 7:00 a.m Sunday through Saturday and from 11:00 p.m
Saturday through Sunday aftermoon wntil 1:00 p.m and told him that we
expected the ordinances would continue to be ohserved,

T&E 000§




DATE: 10-10-88

TO: Robby Blair, Meryl Walters and Earl Heath
FROM: - Jo~Ann Proctor

N
Re: Nuisance odor at Bridge Harbor ~

An investigétion of Hr.'Casale'a“qgmplaint revealed no odor, no eye irritating

R

fumes and ne dead folilage. In investigating Fish Engineering, I discovered

the work performed there was heavily regulated and all procedures were well
docunmented. - Mr. Tom Randolph, the Fabrication/Marine Manager was very

" cooperative in showing me che entire dock facility and explaining what type

of work took place there. He also explained the precautions

taken regarding

safety and steps tonot inconvenience Mr, Casale. He supplied me with
safety reports .to read from numerous local, State and Federal agencies.
He also gave me a copy of one of their Marine Chemist Certificates (see .
attached) which'is issued prior to work being done on each barge, le
explained he had experienced many complaints from Mr. Casale and Fish
‘Engineering had gone to great lengths to alleviate Mr. Casale's fears.
When he complalned of a bad odor, Fish added a cherry-vanilla fragrance
but Mr. Casale continued to complain on the basis of in his opinion, any

chemical which had an odor was toxic.

Since Mr, Randolph.is well aware of Mr. Casale's presence, it is policy

not to open barge tanks which might release obnoxious of toxic fumes when the

is blowing from the North-East which could possibly carry the fumes over
Mr. Casale's property. According to Mr. Randolph's records there had

been no tanks opened on the date and time which Mr, Casale was complaining.
Furthermore, Jim Mueth of the U.S. Coast Guard/Marine Safety Division,

had been present on the Fish Engineering dock from approximately 10:40 AM

until 4:00 PM on October 7, 1988 and had not noted any odor,

Mr, Randolph

did not feel his dock had been the source of any nuisance odors or toxic

fumes that date.

Today I received a call from Paul Hunt with the Texas Air Control Board.
He will be in my office toworrow morning. He would like for me to accompany
him on an investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint. I would appreciate

any further instructions you may have,

Sincerely,

G funtety

Jo-Ann Prbctor,
Health Inspector

JAP:saa
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128 EAST 4T STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 77541 / 1409 233-3526

October 16, 1989

to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the
Texas Air Control Board on the 16th of October 1983,
to request that 1 accompany her on investagation of .
Mr. Casale‘s complaint. che is scheduled to arrive
in Freeport Tuesday October 17, 1989.

As of this date there ave two complaint reports at
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one
dated October 13, 1989. A complete report will
follow after above inspection with Air Control
Inspector.

Sincerdly

A 7L

Robbg L. Blair
Building Official
City of Freeport

RLB:sd
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Mr. Tinner :
Hercules Offshore Drilling Company
Freeport, TX 77541

e
A

when investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling Company at approximately
11:00 a.m. on October 11, 1989 we watched for signs of dead foliage along
the roadway to the entrance of the business as well as outside of the
fenced-in area at the location. We walked around the barge drydock
facility where sandblasting operations are pexrformed, which is Girectly
behind a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing, We did
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye-irritating fumes
any time during our visit. Of the several barges at the site only one
particular barge appeared to have odors but this could not be detected
until one got close to the barge dry dock area.

We talked with General Manager Micky Timner to assess Mr, Castle's
camplaints. He said he was aware of Mr, Casale's concerns and had taken
measures to prevent discomforts that might be irritate area residents.

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand
from the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge
Harbor area when Mr, Casales's oconcerns were first raised, According

to Mr. Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinpe all
operations when winds blow out of the Northeast toward Bridge Harbor.

Mr. Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and
direction in vhich the sand moves during blasting operations. Mr, Tinner
mentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the
winds blew out of the Northeast.,

Mr, Tinner mentioned that his company was trying to eliminate concemns
regarding sand caming from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and

400 foot long tennis court-type fence made of plastic material around

the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel
and help direct air flow away from the direction of the Bridge Harbor

subdivision. The fence materials are on order and the fence should be
erected soon.

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. Casale's concerns of being exposed to

dangerous chemicals at his residence, particularly the incident Mr, Casale
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1988, vhere he states that

“residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas." Mr. Tinner said that /
the barge Mr. Casale was concerned about had unloaded the chemical Benezene .
in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility,
According to Mr, Tinner the only reason Mr, Casale knew that the barge

had contained Benzene products was because he had read waming signs on

the side of the barge with his binoculars as he often does.

Mr, Tinner stated that before work was done on any barges brought to his
facility they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside
to do any hot work or cleaning. Certified equipment (air detectors) must

T&E 000460




be used to perform such inspections and are necessary to get the |
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Drilling. We were
shown ariginal documents of certificates where permission was received
to begin work on harges. We were told that all the certificates and
records were kept on file at all times to show what barges are brought
an the premises.

Mr, Tanner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure the safety of
his employees as well as the cowminity. He said that they sometimes have
hp to forty five men working in and around the barges on a daily basis.

Mr. Tinner said that he has talked to the Texas Air Control Board in the
past and that they have been to his business to monitor the quality of
air in the swrrounding area. (I personally have not seen the Texas Air
Control Board'’s findings at this time). .

We asked Mr, Tinner about Mr, Casale's noise complaint and he stated that
a majority of the noise Mr. Casale camplains of comes during the very
late or early hours of the morming. Mr, Tinner said his men work
occasional overtime until 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. at night but their usual work
hours are fram 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. They do work overtime an some
weckends if they have to get a barge contract completed. We discussed
with Mr, Tanner the City's noise ordnances restricting loud noises from
11:00 p.m until 7:00 a.m Sunday through Saturday and from 11:00 p.m
Saturday through Sunday afternoon until 1:00 p.m and told him that we
expected the ordinances would continue to be observed.

T&E 0004861




DATE: 10-13-89

TO: Mery)l Walters and Earl.Health
FROM:  Robby L. Blair : R
RE: Investigation of Hr. Bob Casale's Complaints regarding the

exposure to dangerous chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting =~
materials, and loud abusive noises at Bridge Harbor per his
letter addressed to the City of Freeport dated October 10,
1989. .

An investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint was made October. 13, 1989
at 9:00 a.m. The Brazoria County Health Department was asked to assist
Larry Fansher and myself with this inspection. Upon arriving at Mr.
Casale's residence we looked for signs of dead vegetation, Jeaves,
trees, weeds, or grass both on the premises and along the canal, . During
this time no odors, eye irritating fumes or dead -foliage at Mr. Casale's
home was smelled or seen.

We spoke with Mr. Casale ¢oncerning his complaints. He-stated that Hercules
Offshore Orilling Company was responsable for exposing him and his - _
family to hazardous -odors as well as sandblasting materials and abusive loud -
noises, Mr. Casale showed us what appeared to be dust partitles on his furniture:
located in his screened-in patio area and said it was coming from Hercules
Offshore Drilling.

The Brazoria County Health Inspector atked Mr. Casale if her or any

. of the re<idents in the area had sought medical attention for chemical
exposure or chemical related illnesses. Mr. Casale said that some
residents had been to the doctor but was not sure if any doctors
determined chemical smells to be the cause of any illnesses. .The
Bazuria County Health Inspector informed Mr. Casale that it would

be helpful if any resident who felt that they were exposed-to a
dangerous chemicals should have documentation from the medical field
or doctors’ reports to help support any evidence of chemical exposure.
Mr. Casale said people in the subdivision could not afford to keep .
going to doctors for treatment, and this financial burden was being
placed on the residents.

Mr. Casale complained of Toud nofses coming from Hercules during the
late night hours. He stated. that they were coming from the barges
as they opened and closed the hatches.

We told Mr. Casale that we would talk with other residents in the area
as well as the managément of Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. We
left the house and went to our car located on Snapper Lane where we
were able to observe at a distance sandblasting operations taking place
at Hercules Offshore Orilling Company. What appeared to be sand
particles could be seen around the barge that was being worked on but
was seen only around the barge and we could not feel or see any dust
or sand nor smell any chemicals at that time.

T&E 000451‘




DATE:  10-13-89

T0: Meryl Walters and Earl.Heatth
FROM:  Robby L. Blair : : N
RE: Investigation of Mr. Bob Casale's Complaints regarding the

exposure to dangerous chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting

materials, and loud abusive noises at Bridge Harbor per his
letter addressed to the Clty of Freeport dated October 10,

1989.

An investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint was made October.13, 1989

at 9:00 a.m. The Brazoria County Health Department was asked to assist
Larry Fansher and myself with this inspection. Upon arriving at Mr.
Casale's residence we looked for signs of dead vegetation, -leaves,
trees, weeds, or grass both on the premises and along the canal, During
this time no odors, eye irritating fumes or dead foliage at Mr. Casale's
home was smelled or seen,

We spoke with Mr, Casale concerning his complaints. He-stated that Hercules
Offshore Drilling Company was responsable for exposing him and his

famlly to hazardous odors as well as sandblasting materials and abusive toud -
neises. Mr, Casale showed us what appeared to be dust partitles on his furniture
located in his screened-in patio area and said it was coming from Hercules
Offshore Drilling.,

The Brazoria County Health Inspector aSked Mr. Casale if her or any
.of the re<idents in the area had sought medical attention for chemical
exposure or chemical related illnesses. Mr. Casale said that some '
residents had been to the doctor but was not sure if any doctors
determined chemical smells to be the cause of any illnesses. .The
Bazoria County Health Inspector informed Mr. Casale that it would

be helpful if any resident who felt that they were exposed-to a
dangerous chemicals should have documentation from the medical .field

or doctors' reports to help support any evidence of chemical exposure.
Mr. Casale said people in the subdivision could not afford to keep .
going to doctors for treatment, and this financial burden was being
placed on the residents.

Mr. Casale complained of loud nofses coming from Hercules during the
tate night hours. He stated.that they were coming from the barges
as they opened and closed the hatches.

We told Mr. Casale that we would talk with other residents in the area
as well as the managément of Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. @gu
left_the house.and.went to.our.car.located.pnsSnapper-Lane™where:we -
were-able.to.observesat-a-distanceisandblasting operations: taking p]ace
at-Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. What appeared to be sand~
particles could be seen around the barge that was being worked on but
was seen only around the barge and we could not feel or see any dust
or sand nor smell any chemicals at that time,




128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 7754) / |409] 233-3526

S

October 16, 1989

In summary to this preliminary report I have spoken

to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the

Texas Air Control Board on the 16th of October 1989,
to request that I accompany her on investagation of.
My. Casale's complaint. She is scheduled to arrive

in Freeport Tuesday Gctober 17, 1989,

As of this date there are two compiaint reports at
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one
dated October 13, 1989. A complete report will
follow after above inspection with Air Control
Inspector.

Sincerély

77

Robbg L. Blair
Building Official
City of Freeport

RLB:sd
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R iexas Air Control Board  #7
- AUSTIN ' | TeAAS X—C_
INTEROFFICE | Y-t —%5
_ Herbert W. Williams, dJr. Sabino Gomez,- M.P.H. =3
 “ROM Regional Director, Houston 10 Director, Compliance Div.

sussecT _ Subject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation & Resolution Notice

ACCOUNT NAME: W e, les O£F QL@_Q ACCOUNT NO. 3 L.ONIRD

Facility Involved: bevae vepaly '
Investigation Date: 3’f‘t“€‘7 Yiolation(s): 1oL --/é(.ora)
‘Date of NOV Letter: ?}[11?9 Investigator: mpaic/ pma
Date NOV Received: 19| zol 5 (Defaults to 5 days after NOV)
Response Due: 10]z{ %9 Response Received: 10[;‘/5’7
L l [
FEC Date:
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
BOARD ORDER ONLY _@FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION
~— BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALTY ~ —_ LEGAL ACTION
CONTESTED CASE HEARING ____ PERMIT REVOCATION
" FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION ~_ UNDECIDED
RESOLUTION DATEL: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE

INFORMAL RESOLUTION METHOD: (DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED)
DELETED, NOV NOT VALID PERMIT ISSUED
~ INVESTIGATION T REGULATION CHANGED
"7 LETTER FROM SOURCE " QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD
MEMORANDUM INDICATING EXEMPTION
T RESOLUTION SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTION

____ RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL -
FORMAL RESOLUTION:

BOARD ORDER NO.:  ORDER DATE:
COURT ORDER NO.: PENALTY AMOUNT:
COMMENTS:
S/
SIGNED M////f((/

'///5’7"/5’@7@ 000173
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OFFSHORE CORPORATION
Strengtn through expérienice, equipment, know-how
11011 Richmond Ave,, Suite 500 Office {713} 789-7983
Houston, Texas 77042 Fax, (713) 789-4063
.. et ~ i Ty
SR |
Y
October 2, 1989 }»E/ VED
. ¢;,i‘
| Bg 4900
SRS ro, Omro’BO
Air Quality Control "*1.:_:-;‘--.,;.:,_.____ _ ard ;
Region 7 : A . /
5555 West Loop ;’
Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401™-..
Re: "Notice of Violation
General Rule 101-4
Account No. BL-0118-V
Dear Ms. Mary Knotts: -
This letter is in response to the violation that we received for our
Sandblasting project.
To eliminate any further violations, Hercules Offshore will not do any ;
sandblasting when the wind is out of an Easterly direction. }
Thank you for your time and cooperation. , !
Sincerely, /

Mo 6V ome,

Mickey W. Tiner
General Manager

MAT/se
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i . exas Air Gontrol Board 7

<F 1
AUSTIN | TEAAS X ~ -
INTEROFFICE | R

" Herbert W. Williams, Jr. Sabino Gomez, M.P.H. CR
Regional Director, Houston

1o Director, Compliance Div.

SUBJECT

Subject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation & Resolution Notice

ACCOUNT NAME:  Woonlee O shiow ¢ ACCOUNT NO. 3 LOIIRV

Facility Involved: beovae vepalv )
Investigation Date: 8’{11‘6“7 Violation(s): 10LY [4.60c)
Date of NOV Letter: 1Jiel%s Investigator: mpaic/ pm
Date NOV Received: 1l zol %5 (Defaults to 5 days after NOV)
Response Due: o]z { ¥4 Response Received: 10/4/97 -
L3 l [ ]

FEC Date:
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

____ BOARD ORDER ONLY ___f{;FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION -

"~ BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALTY ~ —__ LEGAL ACTION

" CONTESTED CASE HEARING ~_ PERMIT REVOCATION

~ FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION T UNDECIDED

RESOLUTION DATE: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE

INFORMAL RESOLUTION METHOD: (DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED)
___ DELETED, NOV NOT VALID ___ PERMIT ISSUED
INVESTIGATION T REGULATION CHANGED
7 LETTER FROM SOURCE —_ QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD -
MEMORANDUM INDICATING EXEMPTION
RESOLUTION SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTION

____ RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL
FORMAL RESOLUTION:

BOARD ORDER NO.: ORDER DATE:
COURT ORDER NO.: ' PENALTY AMOUNT:
COMMENTS :
/f/f/zﬂ/

SIGNED W////ﬂ/fﬁ}
oate ///5//@&@ 000183




AHERGULES

OFFSHORE CORPORATION

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how

11011 Richmond Ave,, Suita 500 Office (713) 789-7983
Houston, Texas 77042 Fax (713) 789-4063
October 2, 1989 S ”/E
| ‘ e TRL
Rso:. 969
O a '“‘g!on 7
froo”
RS R 01 Bogy
Air Quality Control Sl g
Region 7 - RN S
5555 West Loop Y 1
Suite 300 =

Bellaire, Texas 77401~

Re: Notice of Violation
General Rule 101-4
Account No. BL~0118-=V

Dear Ms. Mary Knotts: -

This letter is in response to the violation that we received for our
Sandblasting project.

To eliminate any further violations, Hercules Offshore will not do any
sandblasting when the wind is out of an Easterly directiomn.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.
Sincerely,
(Y e

Mickey W. Tiner
General Manager

MWNT/se

. B&EE gnpipy




| - 18XdS RII LUlLIol poarn -
. ,’/
SE | AUSTIN | TuAAS ‘mﬂ"j(‘_ <.

- INTEROFFICE - £ —9

Herbert W. Williams, dJr. Sabino Gomez,  M.P.H. c

Regional Director, Houston Director, Compliance Div.

TROM 10

sussect . oubject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation & Resolution Notice

ACCOUNT NAME: W, les O s ACCOUNT NO. 3 LONSGD
Facility Involved: éoa.uq_\:. ve?atw
Investigation Date: 5,‘21%‘7 Violation(s): tol. Y4 /q.o((..\)
-+ 'Date of MOV Letter: ‘?111!?9 Investigator: mpic/ pm
Date NOV Received: 1!20/%9 {Defaults to § days after NOV)
Response Due: 1o0]z{ %4 Response Recefved: 10}4(/77
L l E )
FEC Date:
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
___ BOARD ORDER ONLY _____'{MFORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION
___ BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALTY ___ LEGAL ACTION
___ CONTESTED CASE HEARING ____ PERMIT REVOCATION
___ FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION ____UNDECIDED

RESOLUTION DATE: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE

INFORMAL RESOLUTION METHOD: (DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED)
DELETED, NOV NOT VALID ___ PERMIT ISSUED
~ INVESTIGATION —_ REGULATION CHANGED
LETTER FROM SOURCE T QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD
MEMORANOUM TNDICATING EXEMPT ION -
RESOLUTION SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTIO

___ RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL ™~
FORMAL RESOLUTION:
BOARD ORDER NO.: ORDER DATE:

COURT ORDER NO.: PENALTY AMOUNT:

COMMENTS:

1/

: SIGNED /4/ 62:¢>4222n?/
T&E 000458 /. /e
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&Hmmms

OFFSHORE CORPORATION

Sfrenath through experiance, equipment, know-how

11011 Richmond Ave,, Sulte 500 Office (713) 789-7983
Houston, Texas 77042 Fax (713) 789-4063

-
"--.

October 2, 1989 ‘ | E/],/ED

LT
T
)

Air Quality Control . o - | ;
Region 7 *~ Tosa /
5555 West Loop - \J

. Suite:300

-

Bellaire, Texas 77401 ~-

Re: " Notice of Violation
Gensral Pule 101-4
Account No. BI-0118-v

Dear Ms. Mary Knotts: C -

This letter is in msponse to the viclation that we received for our
Sandblastuug pmJect

o t.lnm.nate any further violations, Hercules Offshore will rot do any ,
sandblasting when the wind is ocut of an Easterly direction. ;

/

Thank you for your time and cooperation. /

Smoerel Yy

é A% /,d'f,m:-h
Mickey Tiner

General Manager

MAT/se

TE&E 000459 -
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